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bit, the real world became obscured by the mists of his own
troubles, until, oppressed by gloom, he died
Alexander's character, apart from the touch of Romanov mad-
ness, was compounded of vanity and peasant shrewdness. His
shrewdness failed in the end* but was remarkable in his heyday.
From Erfurt, where he was pretending friendship with Napo-
leon, he writes to his mother to say *we shall see his fall with
serenity, if such is the will of Providence,* and to give sound
reasons for expecting his fall, while explaining that meanwhile his
friendship is preferable to his enmity. His vanity demanded
every one's approval Gentz, reporting on the Congress of Vienna,
says: The Emperor of Russia has come to Vienna, in the first
place to be admired, which is always the principal thing in his
thoughts.* One can see the Emperor, in his early days, as a
handsome young peasant, alternately dancing at village festivals
so as to win the hearts of maidens, and swindling his neigh-
bours over the sale of cows. A considerable part of his religion
might be described as vanity towards God, Who, he feared,
disapproved of the way he had acquired the throne. In exercising
tyranny, he felt that he was pleasing God, Whom he evidently
im^gme^ as resembling frig father.
Such was the author of the Holy Alliance, who for a period of
ten years caused the international affairs of Europe to be regu-
lated in accordance with his conception of the Christian religion.
It was an interesting experiment, but the results were perhaps
not entirely satisfactory.